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NEXT MEETING:
Date: Monday, December 15, 2008
Time: 7:00 p.m.

The December Program will include a
discussion of Christmas Bird Counts including:

* When and how they are conducted.

* Why we patrticipate in them. /I
* What we learn from them.

Location: Medford Public Library
Program: Winter Get-Together

Silent Auction: Bring something new (or nearly L\\\
new that you no longer want, but QT '
may be a real treasure for another &, e
person) to add to the Silent Auction | A
table. |
Refreshments: Everyone — Please bring i INSIDE
cookies or other treat to share. - . BTG RGOS o
Beverages will be furnished. = IFTUPLIONS ... p. 3
____________________________________________ @ December — January Outdoors......................p. 4
Birder's Bookshelf...........cccoociiiiiiiiiiiiiiie. p. 4
Christmas Bird Counts
Who would want to get up at 5:00 a.m. on a 10° The Chequamegon Bird Club has voted to
Saturday morning in December, get into a cold car, continue support of the Christmas Bird Counts. Many
drive fifty miles, stop the car, open the windows t members take part in area counts, and the CBC
the cold breezes, and listen for owls? — Any one of covers the $5.00 fee that is charged for each
the many Christmas Bird Count birders who will be participant. All members are welcome to participate
out and about in the coming weeks. Though some contact the compiler listed for each count. The8200
counters choose to start their day a bit later,ynan Christmas Bird Count schedule for counts the CBC
start by counting owls. Either way, count days are supports is:
long, usually cold, and almost invariably, enjoyabl
Armed with thermoses of hot coffee, binoculars, * Sunday, Dec. 14 - Spencer (Ken Luepke)
and field guides, the birders will be busy identity - Friday, Dec. 19? — Clam Lake (Keith Merkel)
and counting birds in their assigned bird count ‘
section. Each count covers a circular area fifteen * Sunday, Dec. 21 —Gilman (Ken Luepke)
miles in diameter, with the same circle being l@g --'#Sa;urja“ay, Dec. 27 - Owen (Gayle Davis)
each year. The circle is divided into sections; one ; > '

4 ,
group of birders is responsible for each sectidh. A__=—=+<~s_Sunday, Dec. 28  — Willard (Ken Luepke)
birds are counted, not just species but the r er - ~ “Saturday. Jan. 3 — Medford (Susanne Adams
birds, as well. At the end of the day, each graup ¥ Ej_ Y can. (Su )
reports its sightings to the compiler, who in tdrn
submits the results to the National Audubon Society

Inexperienced birders work with experienced

—
L™

%.; Continued on page 2



Shopping with Birds in Mind

Christmas may make you think of shopping, but
it is not just at Christmas that we should keedsin
mind when we shop.

Our grocery shopping selections can affect the
health and survival of many of our favorite birds,
especially those that migrate to/from Latin America
The fresh strawberries, bell peppers, green beaas,
many other fruits and vegetables that we buy in the
middle of winter also often ‘migrate’ from Latin
America. Most of our bananas and coffee also come
from there.

How does this affect our birds? In order to
furnish us with our out-of-season food, most Latin
American producers use huge amounts of pesticides.
In the last twenty years, pesticide use in Latin
America has increased fivefold. Many of the
pesticides that are used there are chemicalsthat a
restricted or banned in the U.S. And many are toxic
to birds. Among the species that appear to have bee
affected by Latin American agricultural practices a
bobolinks, barn swallows, Eastern kingbirds, and
Swainson’s hawks.

Not only are birds affected. Pesticides and their
residues are not healthy for Latin American farm
workers or for us, the consumers.

What can you do? Buy organic, fair-trade coffee
and bananas. Shade-grown coffee has been widely
publicized and is available from many sources,
including environmental groups and now, in many
grocery stores. It is grown without the high cheahic
inputs and lanaiearing that go into traditional coff
production. Non-organic bananas are grown with one
of the highest loads of pesticides of any tropinait.
Organic bananas are periodically available at some
grocery stores.

What about other fresh fruits and vegetables?
Local, organic, in-season produce should top your
list. If you can’t find organic produce, or other
produce from the U.S., you may want to wait until i
is in-season and available. Another option may be
frozen or canned fruits and vegetables, but heog, t
check the origin. The most enjoyable and cost-
effective choice might be to plan ahead and freeze
can your own fruits and vegetables. Then you can
have the fun of gardening and enjoy the time spent
outdoors watching and listening to the birds while
you plant and tend your garden.

Based on “Did Your Shopping List Kill a Songbird?” by
Bridget Stutchbury in the March 30, 2008 New York Times.

Eastern Kingbird Louis Agassiz Fuertes

Cornell University

Christmas Bird Counts (cont.)

birders so those with different skill levels cah al
participate. Another way to take part is to countdat
your feeder if you live within a count circle. lby are
interested in being a feeder counter, contact gdento
find out if you live in a count circle.

Christmas Bird Counts have been going on in the
United States for over one hundred years. Theyigeov
long-term data on winter bird populations. The data
also be used in a variety of studies beyond poioulat
studies, including habitat loss or change, increase
decreases in ranges, irruptions, etc. The ChrisBirds
Count and other citizen bird counts and monitoafsp
offer everyone interested in birds an opporturity t
contribute to our knowledge about birds and to dn @f a
community of active birders. And it is fun.

~Advance Notice —
Great Backyard Bird Count
February 13-16, 2009
Watch for more information
in the January Chirps




Bird Reports

Checklist observershoda Barber , Gayle Davis, Connie Decker , Dennis Larson , Ken Luepke,
Hildegard and Loretta Kuse , Cathy Mauer ,Gordy Ruesch , Doug and Willa Pledger , Claire Romanak ,

Larry Ruhde , and Cam and Greg Scott

Total number of species observed this month: 94

e Cackling Goose (Luepke / Scott), Snow Goose, Cafamse, Mute Swan (Luepke), Tundra Swan, Wood Duck,
Gadwall, American Wigeon , American Black Duck, Madl, Northern Shoveler , Green-winged Teal , Cahaak ,
Redhead, Ring-necked Duck, Greater Scaup (Dedkezgke), Lesser Scaup, Long-tailed Duck (Deckeuepke),
Bufflehead, Common Goldeneye, Hooded Merganser,fimmMerganser, Red-breasted Merganser, Ruddy Duck

* Ring-necked Pheasant, Ruffed Grouse, Wild Turkey

* Common Loon, Pied-billed Grebe, Horned Grebe, Dexaloésted Cormorant, Great Blue Heron
» Bald Eagle, Northern Harrier, Sharp-shinned Hawdo@er's Hawk, Red-tailed Hawk, Rough-legged Hawdidén

Eagle (Romanak), American Kestrel

« American Coot, Sandhill Crane, Black-bellied Plo¢eecker / Luepke), Killdeer, Greater Yellowleygilson's

Snipe

« Bonaparte's Gull (Decker / Luepke ), Ring-billedliGiderring Gull

« Rock Pigeon, Mourning Dove

e Great Horned Owl, Snowy Owl (Decker / Luepke), i8drOwl

e Belted Kingfisher

« Red-bellied Woodpecker, Downy Woodpecker, Hairy \§foecker, Northern Flicker (Scott), Pileated Woodkeec
* Northern Shrike, Blue Jay, American Crow, Commord®a Horned Lark
» Black-capped Chickadee, Red-breasted Nuthatch,@Afgasted Nuthatch, Brown Creeper, Golden-crovfiedlet,

Ruby-crowned Kinglet (Scott)

« Eastern Bluebird, American Robin, European Starlkmerican Pipit, Cedar Waxwing
« American Tree Sparrow, Fox Sparrow, Song Sparrohit&throated Sparrow, Dark-eyed Junco, Laplandgspar,

Snow Bunting, Northern Cardinal

* Red-winged Blackbird, Eastern Meadowlark (DeckRr)sty Blackbird, Common Grackle, Brown-headed Cogvbi
e Purple Finch, House Finch, Pine Siskin, Americafd@ach, House Sparrow

There have been a few reports of Snowy Owls in
our area and at least one of a possible Great Grey.
Keep your eyes and ears open when you are out and
about. Both of these northern owls, as well as
Northern Hawk Owls and Boreal Owls, tend to move
into Wisconsin when food is scarce up north. While
we are unlikely to have another irruption as ergiti
as the Great Grey irruption in the winter of 2004-
2005, most winters bring some of these owls ‘down
south’.

If you see one of these owls, do not harass it or
try to get close for a photo. Enjoy the sight frgour
car. These owls are often stressed from their long
journey and don’'t need any extra stress.

There were also early reports of a White-winged
Crossbill irruption throughout much of the eastern

U.S. These crossbills travel in search of good cone
crops, and a single bird can eat up to 3,000 conife
seeds per day. If there is enough food, they haea b
known to breed during any month of the year.

The crossed bill helps them open cones to extract
the seeds. Those witbwer mandibles crossing to t
right are approximately three times more common
than those with lower mandibles crossing to the lef

NPS
photo by
Peter
Hamel
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Editor, Chequamegon Chirps‘uﬂf\‘*‘
N4416 Crane Dr.
Medford WI 54451-9376

«NAME>»
«ADDRESS»
«CITY_STATE_ZIP»

Club Officers 2008-2009

President — Claire Romanak

Vice-president — Connie Decker

Secretary — Hildegard Kuse

Treasurer — Cam Scott

Other Club Contacts

Web site: www.chequamegonbirdclub.org

Email: info@chequamegonbirdclub.org

Newsletter Email: newsletter@chequamegonbirdclub.org
Bird sightings: Connie Decker
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December - January Outdoors = = . ,
Y ‘L &= = - Birder’s Bookshelf
« Full moon — December 12, January 10 Q |
. Winter Solstice — December 21 Birdscapes: A Pop-Up Celéebration of Bird
Songsin Stereo Sound (Har dcover) by Miyoko
- Weasels and snowshoe hares wearing white Chu (Author), Cornell Lab of Ornithology (Author)
coats

This is a different kind of bird booRirdscapes
has seven intricate pop-ups featuring seven differe
North American bird habitats such as eastern
deciduous forests, Arctic tundra, Sonoran desed, a
a seabird colony. Each pop-up includes ten or so

- White-tailed bucks begin to shed antlers

« Christmas Bird Counts — December 14 to

J 5 : : : )
anuary birds along with stereo recordings of their songs a
. Black bear cubs are born calls. o L
The author is director of communications at the
. Perihelion (Earth closest to Sun) — January 2 Cornell Lab of Ornithology and also the author of
Songbird Journeys: Four Seasonsin the Lives of
- Aldo Leopold birthday — January 11 Migratory Biras.

Published by Chronicle Books. List price $60;
available for less than $40 at som¢line sellers




