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Schools cancelled, Artic Vortex, snow and more snow. Must be winter. Kind of hard to
think of the changing of seasons and birds preparing for migration or actually in the very
early stages of this spring treat for our senses. Horned Larks are seen more often along rural
roads now and in a relatively short time, new birds with their songs and colors will again
make their welcome appearances. The information part of our Monday, February 18th 7 p.m.
meeting at the Medford Library will have a video titled Fight for Flight which deals with this
yearly phenomenon.
Last month 17 members listened and watched as Ron Draeger presented helpful material
to identify various sparrows which appear in our area. Cathy commented that it was some of
the best information she could recall to identify sparrows who can easily be lumped into the
class of LBJs also known as Little Brown Jobs.
Another interesting aspect of the evening was a recovered leg band with the number
1098‐00939 stamped on it along with other information. Leg bands are rarely recovered, so
when one does appear, it is news. This one was from a deceased male Snowy Owl found
north‐west of Dorchester. It was banded as a juvenile on February 28, 2014 in
Northumberland County near Turbotville, Pennsylvania. The bird would have fledged in 2013
and arrived in that area which is roughly 100 miles north‐west of Philadelphia. As I held the
worn band in my hand, I could only marvel at the bird history behind it. Did it come south
each winter? How or why did it choose to come to the Dorchester area rather than return to
Pennsylvania? Does it have any or many descendants? Where had it traveled? Hopefully
there will be more information about the bander at the February meeting.
Woodpecker thaw: “A few days of warm weather in midwinter, usually February, when
the barn roof eaves drip, the snow becomes mushy and ponds form in the hollows. Likely
comes from seeing birds actively eating during a warm spell in winter, especially
woodpeckers.” From storyteller and historian Jerry Apps. Did that really happen only a week
ago? And a very few days before that we were freezing our heinies, compliments of a visiting
southbound polar vortex. Man, birds have to be tough to survive. Feeding stations must be
a lifesaver for some individuals in such weather extremes. More snow on the way.
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Different Christmas bird counters, especially on the Clam Lake count, mentioned how
difficult it was to find birds in relatively good conditions. Temperatures weren’t extreme, no
fog, rain, snow or windy conditions—so where were the birds? One possible factor was early
2018 winter had rain, snow and cold. Then December conditions moderated. Did that allow
birds to be less active to conserve energy? Were some of the numbers a fluke of the day?
Annually, Clam Lake numbers have been lower than the other five counts, especially this
year. Here are the birds recorded per party hour. Clam Lake 9.2; Gilman 60.5; Medford 122.7;
Owen 145.3; Spencer 81.7; Willard 104.3. The total volume of data collected through
Audubon Christmas Bird Counts balances out unusual data. An analogy that works for me is,
“We have weather extremes that are memorable, but climate is a truer picture of actual
change.” The next count is only ten months away. Happy Birding.
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Website: Chequamegonbirdclub.org
Information: info@chequamegonbirdclub.org
Newsletter: newsletter@chequamegonbirdclub.org
Bird sightings: connie1@charter.net
February and March events
Full moons Feb 19 and March 20
Bear cubs born
Maple sap flowing within weeks?
Cardinals & Chickadees start spring songs
Great Horned Owls nesting
Enjoy the longer days
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