NEXT MEETING: OTHER COMING EVENTS:

Date: Monday, May 19, 2008 May 17 - Wildflower Walk in Chequamegon
' o ' National Forest with Forest Service staff. Meet
Time: 6:00 p.m. Meet in Library parking lot at US Forest Service office in Medford [850 N.

8" st. (Hwy 13)] at 10:00 a.m. to carpool to site.
May 24 — Jump River Bird and Wildflower Walk.
9:00 a.m. Will meet south of Kennan in

for birding walk before meeting |
i southwest Price County. For location details,

7:00 p.m. Meeting

400 N. Main St. contact Cathy Mauer (748-3160).

Medford INSIDE

Note: Meetmg will be in the main area Care and Feeding of Baby Birds by Parents .. p.2
of the library

Bird Reports ..... p.3
May - June Outdoors ..... p. 4

Program: Preview: Youth Day Event
Y Birder's Bookshelf ..... p. 4

CBC Members

Location: Medford Public Library :

Many bids are sitting on eggs and young will soo Congratulations to Claire Romanak, our new

hatching — and leaving their nests. It is not ualisu President, and Cam Scott, our new treasurer, and to

find what appear to be orphaned baby birds. What to Connie Decker and Hildegard Kuse, who are

do? The following advice comes mostly from the continuing in their positions as Vice-President and

Cornell Lab of Ornithology and the Wildlife Secretary, respectively. Thank you for your

Rehabilitation Information Directory websites. willingness to serve as officers and to lead thub cl

- First, assess if the bird is injured or not. isit for the upcoming year. With our new status as a non
injured, take it to a veterinarian or a wildlife profit organization, we should find new possibéi
rehabber. ahead. We will also continue to face the challergfes

- If it is not injured, try to determine if it is ria attracting new members and increasing the
orphaned and if it is a nestling or a fledglingbBa involvement of present members.

birds are rarely orphaned, so start with the
assumption that the parents are somewhere in the
vicinity.

- Is it a nestling or a fledgling? If the bird is neell
feathered or if it has trouble perching on yougér
or a small branch, it is probably a nestling. it
well-feathered or grips your finger well, it is
probably a fledgling.

Thank you to Bernice Gokey, who served as

Treasurer for many years, and to Gayle Davis, who

served as President for the past three years. dhe w

you have done for the club is very much appreciated
-CM

Continued on page 2



(cont.)

- If it is a nestling, look around in nearby trees or
shrubs (maybe at the base) and try to find the nest
If you find it, put the bird back in the nest. by

can not find a nest, construct one from a small
container with holes in the bottom (such as a berry
basket), line it with soft material, hang it frontrae

or shrub, place the baby bird in it, and leave it
alone. A word of caution, if it is actually a reten
fledgling whose nestmates have not yet fledged,
you may cause them all to take their first flight.

- If it is a fledgling, it may have left the nest eatly
but is not yet a good flier. Place it in a shruliree
and leave it alone.

- You may want to watch from a distantwesee if the
parents find it. In most cases they will.

. If you have a dog or cat, keep it away from theare
for a few days.

NOTES:

o Handling a baby bird will not keep the parents
away.

o lItisillegal to keep and try to raise most bird
species. It is also very time consuming and
frequently unsuccessful if you do not have the
proper knowledge or experience.

Some birds use distinctive calls to beckon their
fledglings to especially rich food sources. A
study showed that such fledglings were more
successful than those who tried to find food
themselves.

Many bird species carry fecal sacs away from
the nest. Goldfinches often eat the feces of-
young. This is an important energy source for
them.

Parent birds often partially digest the food they
feed to their young.

Birds that as adults eat mostly seeds frequently
feed insects to their young.

The noisy calling of baby birds seems to
stimulate feeding behavior by parents. But
Black-chinned Hummingbird young asédent,

perhaps to minimize predation of their
rather exposed nests.

Many ground nesting birds use distraction
displays to lure potential predators away from
their nests.

Adult birds may change their feeding behavior

if threatened by predators — including walking
under cover to a nest or dropping the food so as
not to appear that they are feeding young.

Fresh vegetation brought to the nest may have
antimicrobial properties that protect the
nestlings.

Several species feed their young bird milk,
which is produced in the crop, esophagus, or
the whole upper digestive tract.



Checklist observerfkhoda Barber , Charlotte Bolz . Gayle Davis , Cenbecker , Loretta and
Hildegard Kuse , Dennis Larson , Ken Luepke , Dand Willa Pledger , Claire Romanak , Larry Ruhde ,
Greg and Cam Scott

Total Number of Species Observed this month is: 126

Cackling Goose (Luepke), Greater White-fronted @odsiepke), Snow Goose, Ross's Goose * (LuepkejadamGoose,
Mute Swan, Tundra Swan, Wood Duck, Gadwall, Ameriééigeon, American Black Duck, Mallard, Blue-wingé&dal,
Northern Shoveler, Northern Pintail, Green-winge@lT Canvasback, Redhead, Ring-necked Duck, Gr8asamp (Kuse),
Lesser Scaup, White-winged Scoter (Luepke), Buffleh Common Goldeneye,, Hooded Merganser, Commagaviser,
Red-breasted Merganser ( Ruhde), Ruddy Duck

Ring-necked Pheasant, Ruffed Grouse, Greater &@hicken, Wild Turkey, Northern Bobwhite (Daviseltker /Luepke
/Ruhde)

Common Loon, Pied-billed Grebe, Horned Grebe, Dexndoésted Cormorant, American Bittern, Great Bleedd
Turkey Vulture

Osprey, Bald Eagle, Northern Harrier, Sharp-shindadk, Cooper's Hawk, Red-shouldered Hawk (Deckerepke),
Broad-winged Hawk, Red-tailed Hawk, Rough-leggedvidaAmerican Kestrel, Peregrine Falcon (Decker éjhke)
Virginia Rail, Sora, American Coot, Sandhill Crakéhooping Crane (Davis / Decker / Luepke), KilldeBreater
Yellowlegs, Lesser Yellowlegs, Upland Sandpiperi{ée), Wilson's Snipe, American Woodcock

Bonaparte's Gull, Ring-billed Gull, Herring Gull

Rock Pigeon, Mourning Dove

Great Horned Owl, Barred Owl, Belted Kingfisher

Red-bellied Woodpecker, Yellow-bellied Sapsuckeswny Woodpecker, Hairy Woodpecker, Northern FlicHiteated
Woodpecker

Eastern Phoebe

Northern Shrike, Blue Jay, American Crow, Commond®a

Horned Lark

Purple Martin, Tree Swallow, Cliff Swallow, Barn Silow

Black-capped Chickadee, Red-breasted Nuthatch,eMinéasted Nuthatch, Brown Creeper

Golden-crowned Kinglet, Ruby-crowned Kinglet

Eastern Bluebird, Hermit Thrush, American Robin

European Starling

Bohemian Waxwing (Decker / Luepke), Cedar Waxwing

Yellow-rumped Warbler

American Tree Sparrow, Chipping Sparrow, Savanrgrn®w, Fox Sparrow, Song Sparrow, Swamp SparrohitaA/
throated Sparrow, Dark-eyed Junco, Lapland Longspuow Bunting, Northern Cardinal

Red-winged Blackbird, Eastern Meadowlark, Westdeadowlark (Decker / Ruhde), Rusty Blackbird, Brese
Blackbird, Common Grackle, Brown-headed CowbirdrtNern Oriole (Kuse (heard only- early))

Pine Grosbeak (Decker /Pledger), Purple Finch, Bliéiisch, Common Redpoll, Pine Siskin (Davis /S¢dttherican
Goldfinch, Evening Grosbeak (multiple observers)use Sparrow

Sunset Swallows at
McMillan Marsh

May 4, 2008
Cathy Mauer Photo
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Editor, Chequamegon Chirps ~ ~
N4416 Crane Dr.
Medford WI 54451-9376

«NAME>»
«ADDRESS»

«CITY_STATE_ZIP»

" #
President — Claire Romanak
Vice-president — Connie Decker
Secretary — Hildegard Kuse
Treasurer — Cam Scott
Other Club Contacts
Web site: www.chequamegonbirdclub.org
Email: info@chequamegonbirdclub.org
Newsletter Email: newsletter@chequamegonbirdclub.org
Bird sightings: Connie Decker

- Full moon — May 19

- Nighthawks arrive

- Lilacs blossom

. Many bird species hatching

- Rachel Carson birthday — May 27
- Monarch butterflies arrive

. Green frogs begin calling

. Black bears begin mating

- Painted turtles begin laying eggs

A

$ %

National Wildlife Federation Field Guide to
Birds of North America by Edward S. Brinkley

This photographic guide, which includes birds & th
United States and Canada, was published in 200¥. Th
guestion of which is better, photos or drawingsris
individual choice. Each has advantages and disadges.
While the photos in this guide are generally gondny
have busy backgrounds that make it difficult to @gpood
idea of details of the bird. Some of the more usgtfwtos
are those of birds in flight. The photos includedadd
hints, but they are printed in white, which is htzdead
on some backgrounds.

While | have not had a lot of time to field tesistuide
yet, | find some of the text that begins each sactivhich
includes natural history and identification tipsitp
interesting and helpful. However, the text is sames
rather technical. Overall, this is a good addifimnthose
who already have a field guide or two but may rethe
best choice for a first or only guide.

Published by Sterling Publishing Company, Inc
List price $19.95



