NEXT MEETING:
Date: Monday, May 18, 2009

Time: Enjoy an evening walk on Kuse’s
trails and see the new Bluebird
Trail. Come anytime from 5:30 to
7:00 p.m.

7:00 p.m. Meeting

W6219 Allman St
Medford

please use west driveway
and park on driveway

Program: “How to Think Like a Bluebird”
Presented by Kent Hall

Refreshments: Hildegard & Loretta Kuse

i Location: Hildegard & Loretta Kuse Home

Please bring your own mug for beverages. ==:

Four Forster’s Terns recently visited the Millpond in
Medford. Cathy Mauer photo.
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I would like to thank the membership for giving me
the opportunity to serve for another year as Peesid
of this great club. The last year has been a great
learning experience for me, and I've been so
gratified for all of the help that I've receiveduiO

club has been involved in many great projects over
the last year, including our support for the Perghi
Wildlife Area expansion, our participation in thest
ever Youth Day Event, our booth at the Land
Stewardship Conference, and our first ever Bluebird
trails. We've partnered with the DNR, Mid-
Wisconsin Bank, the Medford School District, the
Bluebird Restoration Association of

WI, Weathershield Mfg., Evergreen and Holy Rosary
Cemeteries, and the Taylor Co. Sportsman’s Club in
what | would consider highly successful endeaviors.
am very proud to be a part of this very active club
and look forward to another year of great
accomplishments.



By Connie Decker

On Saturday, May 9, five club members took a field
trip to Trempealeau National Wildlife Refuge. Jon
Zellmer, Ken Luepke, Gordy Ruesch, Cathy Mauer,
and Connie Decker left Spencer shortly after 6:00
a.m. Birding their way southwest to Fountain City,
they then followed the Mississippi River south. Iigar
in the day, bets of total species for the day were
taken. When all was said and done, the grand total
was two birds over the highest bet. With 117 spgecie
for the day, all were content when returning back t
the starting point at 11:00 pm., despite thoughts o
some “easy” birds that were missed and “the ones
that got away”. Some of the highlights were: three
Western Grebes, Red-breasted Mergansers, many
White Pelicans, dozens of Great Egrets, numerous
Turkey Vultures, Broad-winged Hawk, “a gazillion”
Bonaparte’s Gulls, Caspian, Black and Forster's
Terns, Red-headed Woodpecker, and Blue-Gray
Gnatcatchers. Thirteen Warbler species were seen
including Black-throated Green, Blue-winged, Pine,
Blackpoll, Northern Waterthrush, and Cape May.
Also seen were a Scarlet Tanager and a baby Horned
Owl on the nest, as well as eight Sparrow species

Beautiful active little bits of energy, warblersar

more often heard than seen. A sighting of one neay b
only a glimpse of movement or a momentary pause.
Warblers seem to be constantly in motion as they
search for the insects that make up the bulk of the
meals. Their small size and general preference for
wooded or brushy habitats makes them a challenge to
see long enough to identify and even more of a
challenge to photograph.

Most warblers have quite distinctive songs thap hel
those who recognize their song tell who is around.
Even those of us who are auditorily challenged can
learn a few of them. Some of the more easily
recognized songs of warblers common in our area are
those of the Common Yellowthroat and the Black-
throated Green.

Thewitchity-witchity-witchity-witchity-witchof the
Common Yellowthroat combined with its rather
wrenlike behavior and the black mask of the male
make it easy to identify. It is often found in shiby
or marshy areas.

Common Yellowthroat
USFWS photo

including Field, Grasshopper, and Henslow's. The
day finished off with a stop to hear Whip-poor-will
calling in the dark.

More field trips are being planned, with one
tentatively scheduled for June 13. If you woulalik
to be notified of upcoming trips, please contaah@a
Mauer (748-3160) or Connie Decker (654-5189).

Many Baltimore Orioles were seen and heard.
Gordy Ruesch photo.

The Black-throated Green Warbler has two songs;
both are buzzy and are rather similar to each other
The one is often rendered 280 zee z00-zoo zard
the other agee zee zee zee zoo Admzoonotes are
lower and theeenotes are higher. As the name
suggests, it has a black throat and an olive green
crown and back. Its face is bright yellow. It isn@o
difficult to see than the Common Yellowthroat for i
most often is found fairly high up trees in wooded
areas.

Black-throated Green Warbler
NRDC photo



Checklist observer€onnie Decker , Eleanor Kratzat , Hildegard and ¢iva Kuse, Dennis Larson ,
Ken Luepke , Cathy Mauer , Gordy Ruesch , Doug\iitid Pledger , Claire Romanak , Larry Ruhde ,
Greg and Cam Scott

Total Number of Species Observed this month is: 124

Greater White-fronted Goose, Snow Goose, Canadad&;doumpeter Swan (Decker Luepke/Ruhde), Tund@nSw
Wood Duck, Gadwall, American Wigeon, American Blddkck, Mallard, Blue-winged Teal , Northern Shovele
Northern Pintail , Green-winged Teal , CanvasbaRkdhead , Ring-necked Duck, Greater Scaup (LuSpké#)), Lesser
Scaup, Bufflehead, Common Goldeneye, Hooded Mesga@®mmon Merganser, Ruddy Duck

Ring-necked Pheasant, Ruffed Grouse, Sharp-taitedse (Decker/Luepke/Scott), Greater Prairie-Chick¥ild Turkey
Common Loon, Pied-billed Grebe, American White €8ii Double-crested Cormorant, American BitterreatBlue
Heron, Great Egret

Turkey Vulture, Osprey, Bald Eagle, Northern Hagrigharp-shinned Hawk, Cooper's Hawk, Red-shoutdEiavk
(Scott), Broad-winged Hawk, Red-tailed Hawk, Rolglged Hawk, Golden Eagle (Pledger), American Ktsklerlin
(Luepke/Pledger)

Virginia Rail, Sora, American Coot, Sandhill Craki¢hooping Crane (Luepke), Killdeer, Greater Yellegs, Wilson's
Snipe, American Woodcock

Bonaparte's Gull, Ring-billed Gull, Herring Gull

Rock Pigeon, Mourning Dove

Great Horned Owl, Snowy Owl (Luepke), Barred Owip8-eared Owl (Luepke), Northern Saw-whet Owl (FRoak)
Belted Kingfisher

Red-headed Woodpecker, Red-bellied WoodpeckerpWetlellied Sapsucker, Downy Woodpecker, Hairy Wostker,
Northern Flicker, Pileated Woodpecker

Eastern Phoebe

Northern Shrike, Blue Jay, American Crow, Commonéd®a Horned Lark

Purple Martin, Tree Swallow, Cliff Swallow

Black-capped Chickadee, Red-breasted Nuthatch,eAfinéasted Nuthatch, Brown Creeper, Winter Wred&o
crowned Kinglet, Ruby-crowned Kinglet

Eastern Bluebird, Hermit Thrush, Wood Thrush

European Starling, Cedar Waxwing

Yellow-rumped Warbler

American Tree Sparrow, Chipping Sparrow, Field &par Savannah Sparrow, Fox Sparrow, Song Sparrosr
Sparrow, White-throated Sparrow, Dark-eyed Junegland Longspur, Snow Bunting, Northern Cardinal
Red-winged Blackbird, Eastern Meadowlark, Westeeallbwlark, Rusty Blackbird, Brewer's Blackbird, Goan
Grackle, Brown-headed Cowbird

Purple Finch, House Finch, Common Redpoll, Pin&iSifAmerican Goldfinch, Evening Grosbeak (Scdt#puse
Sparrow

$14.00 for 50# (tax exempt)

Compare & save — remember that most stores are now selling sunflower seed in 40# bags

locally grown
order for friends & relatives
pick up at March Bird Club meeting

Call Connie by Monday noon to order.
654- 5819

Fundrais e r BirdClub makes $2/bag.
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President — Claire Romanak
Vice-president — Connie Decker
Secretary — Hildegard Kuse
Treasurer — Cam Scott
Other Club Contacts
Web site: www.chequamegonbirdclub.org
Email: info@chequamegonbirdclub.org
Newsletter Email: newsletter@chequamegonbirdclub.org
Bird sightings: Connie Decker

- Full (strawberry) moon — June 7

- Mosquitoes seeking hosts

- Loons begin nesting

- Nighthawks arrive

- Fireflies begin lighting up the night

- Woodcock, whooping crane, and ruffed
grouse chicks hatching

. Monarch butterflies arrive
- White-tailed deer fawns are born

- Green frogs calling

THE BIRDS OF NORTH AMERICA
LIFE HISTORIES FOR THE 21ST
CENTURY

A. Poole AND F. Gill, Editors

Each of the 716 species that breeds in the United
States and Canada is represented in this series of
accounts, published by the American Ornithologists'
Union in partnership with the Academy of Natural
Sciences of Philadelphia from 1992-2003. The
accounts are illustrated 8%2" x 11" booklets, which
range in length from 12 to 48 pages. The accounts
include up-to-date information about distribution,
migration, habitat, sounds, behavior, breeding,
appearance, and conservation.

Available for $7.50 each from Buteo Books at
www.buteobooksButeo Books claims to have the
largest selection of birding books in North America
and their list of books, videos, and audio recaydin
is extensive.




